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Benson carefully merged 
vintage pieces like the 
Edward Wormley dining 
chairs with furniture like 
the Georgian table. The 
oversized framed piece of 
Gracie wallpaper serves as 
artwork while the Serge 
Mouille chandelier offers 
mid-century modern flair. 
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Interior Design by Barrie Benson
Text by Blake Miller

Photography by Brie Williams

VINTAGE 
VIBES

DESIGNER BARRIE BENSON TRANSFORMS AN DESIGNER BARRIE BENSON TRANSFORMS AN 
ARCHITECT’S TRADITIONAL HOME INTO A  ARCHITECT’S TRADITIONAL HOME INTO A  

CLASSIC ONE FULL OF VINTAGE PIECES THAT CLASSIC ONE FULL OF VINTAGE PIECES THAT 
STAND UP TO EVEN THE LITTLEST OF HANDS. STAND UP TO EVEN THE LITTLEST OF HANDS. 
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McCullough loves a soothing, pale 
color palette, so Benson chose pieces 
for the living room that were calming 
and light, such as the O. Henry House 
sofa, the T.H. Robsjohn-Gibbings 
chairs in a Jim Thompson fabric, and 
the Patterson Flynn Martin rug. The 
artwork by Josef Albers completes 
the look. OPPOSITE: McCullough 
purchased the living room’s vintage 
chaise on the Dixie Highway while 
on a getaway with friends. Benson 
reupholstered it in a soft-blush 
Rogers & Goffigon linen with Zoffany 
silk-button tufts and Samuel & Sons 
contrast piping. 
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L
indsay McCullough and her husband knew 
they needed more space. Having lived in 
New York City for the last eleven years with 
their two young children, and with a third 
on the way, the couple knew it was time for 
a change. The change was Charlotte, where 

McCullough had grown up as a child and where the couple 
decided they would set their roots as a family.

After walking through dozens of houses for sale,  
McCullough and her husband kept coming back to a stunning 
circa-1939 Georgian Revival home in Eastover. “It definitely 
wasn’t one of those love at first sight things,” McCullough 
says, “but there was something that we were drawn to about 
this house.” First, it checked all of the boxes for the couple: 
lots of space for their growing family coupled with architec-
tural details that McCullough, an architect, was smitten with. 
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“I love old homes,” she says. “I was drawn to the 
bones of this house. I loved the original windows, 
the doors with original knobs. It was very elegant 
and pretty. Every time we visited, all the fireplaces 
were burning. And it had a nice, elegant layout that 
I knew I could work with and make my own.”

With a beige-all-over color palette, the home, 
however, was not the couple’s style. “The house 
was really lovely, but it reflected the previous 
owners’ taste,” McCullough says. With a limited 
timeframe before the arrival of her third baby, 
McCullough set into motion renovations to the 
home that would allow for a more open layout 
and additional natural sunlight throughout. Over 
the course of five weeks, McCullough made a 
variety of structural tweaks, including opening up 
the small kitchen to the adjacent keeping room. 
The kitchen itself was updated with new Cala-
catta gold-marble counters and a new farmhouse 
sink, but they kept the existing cabinetry, save 
for a few cabinets that the architect removed and 
replaced with open shelving. 

Not one to shy away from adding architectural 
details, McCullough took plain white sheetrock 
ceilings and transformed them with shiplap 
paneling with a nickel gap, a subtle move with a 
big impact on the overall aesthetic of the home. In 
the foyer, McCullough added paneling to the walls. 
“I put the paneling up because it would look like it 
was always here and seemed appropriate for this 
home,” she says. In the living room, she added 
trim to the ceiling to create interest. “It was this 
big sheetrock ceiling, and I wanted to add some-
thing to it,” McCullough explains. “One apartment 
we lived in in New York City had picture molding 
on the wall. I loved the traditional, historic feel of 

LEFT: The wormy chestnut paneling is the perfect backdrop 
for McCullough’s green library that she always wanted. Benson 
added a Dunbar sofa in soft-sage Kravet velvet and a pair of 
mid-century chairs in a similar hue. The vintage mid-century 
rattan chair is by Janine Abraham and Dirk Jan Rol, and the 
desk is vintage Mastercraft purchased on eBay. 
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that, so I added it on the ceiling here, and it brought the scale of 
the room down a bit and makes it more intimate.”

Once the renovations were completed, McCullough enlisted 
designer Barrie Benson to help with the interior design. “I’d 
come across Barrie’s work years ago and thought to myself, If I 
could ever work with her, I would,” she says. Benson could also 
see McCullough’s vision for the home, which included adding 
architectural details and other design elements where they 
were needed. “Lindsay knew exactly what the home needed to 
feel bright where it needed it, to add detail where it lacked it,” 
Benson says. “She made it very easy for me to make the house 
look good.” Benson worked her magic, finishing off spaces 
with just the right amount of color and pattern for her clients. 
“Barrie is just so talented with using fabric and trim.”

Benson and McCullough also share a love of mid-century 
furniture. “I love furniture design and am especially fond of 

TOP: Benson reupholstered the den sofa in an icy blue fabric by Larsen 
Textiles. The vintage teak and rope lamps purchased in Nantucket sit atop the 
custom waterfall tables designed by Benson. The swivel chairs are by Edward 
Wormley and the coffee table by Julian Chichester.  

BOTTOM: McCullough’s first update to the home was adding panel detail to 
the foyer walls. “I wanted it to look like the paneling had always been there,” 
she says. To soften the space, Benson added the Franco Albini settee swathed 
in a Groves Bros. fabric with silk trim by Zimmer + Rohde. 
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 With three young children, 
nothing could be too precious in 

McCullough’s home, so Benson 
covered the Hans Wegner 

Wishbone chair cushions in a 
washable vinyl, while the vintage 
Mastercraft dining table was kid-
proofed with a custom solid-oak 

top to stand up to scratches  
and sticky hands. 
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TOP: McCullough wanted a sophisticated but ultimately livable home for her 
family of five. The lacquered coffee table withstands Legos and trucks, and 
the vintage Moroccan rug layered over a durable sisal can weather heavy 
traffic. A wall light by Jean Prouvé provides ample light. 

BOTTOM: To create interest and draw the eye upward, Benson lined the 
nursery ceiling with a dramatic Designers Guild wallpaper. A traditional 
daybed from Pottery Barn Kids helps her daughter transition from 
toddler to tween. 

OPPOSITE: Benson kept the color palette soothing in the master bedroom, 
where a Restoration Hardware white canopy bed with custom Groundworks 
raw-silk fabric is the centerpiece. The adjacent sofa by vanCollier in a Pierre 
Frey fabric adds a pop of color to the space. 

“I FEEL THAT A HOME 
NEEDS TO BE LIVED IN, NO 

ROOMS OFF-LIMITS TO KIDS, 
AND BARRIE WAS ABLE TO 

ACCOMPLISH THAT.” 

—LINDSAY MCCULLOUGH 
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mid-century modern furniture and collecting it,” McCullough says, 
whose collection of vintage pieces was found primarily through 
auctions. “I could tell Barrie had a deep knowledge of it, too, and 
could help me integrate it into what I already had.”

“Lindsay had some fantastic vintage pieces,” Benson explains. “We 
gave them new personality by changing some of the finishes and fabrics 
when needed. We also mixed other pieces in. Vintage isn’t entirely 
practical for kids, so we added in new work-horse furniture like  
sectionals, swivel chairs, and even the chairs in the kitchen to make 
it more livable for day-to-day living.” Nothing, McCullough adds, 
could be too precious in the home. “I feel that a home needs to be 
lived in, no rooms off-limits to kids, and Barrie was able to accom-

plish that.” Through the use of indoor-outdoor fabrics and patterns 
in high-traffic areas or on heavily used furniture, Benson made the 
home childproof for the couple’s three young children. 

And even though McCullough is talented in her own right 
when it comes to interior design, the architect knew that 
she needed another expert’s eye to pull the whole aesthetic 
together. “Barrie is so talented at what she does,” McCullough 
says. “She made this home look so much better than I ever 
could!” Says Benson of the finished project, “It’s classical yet 
feels fresh and modern and young. It’s simultaneously delicate 
and strong. It’s also very livable and practical. It really was 
such a fun project to work on.” u


